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Composed by James Humberstone 2000 
 
 
 
Else Nothing was composed in March 2000 in response to a commission from the Nova Orchestra under the baton of Martin Smith. The title refers to that 
wonderful John Cage quote “I have nothing to say and I am saying it and that is poetry as I need it”. 
 
The piece has a symmetrical structure – AABCCDACEABBDDEF=FEDDBBAECADCCBAA – which controls the order of the harmonic material as well as the solo 
melody (melodies). The harmonic material itself is presented in the loose form of six harmonic fields, chosen in series from 2½ chromatic scales. 
 
The soloist leads the piece, with the instruction “As Slowly As Possible”. It seems a simple piece, but requires enormous concentration from both orchestra and 
soloist as well as a great deal of interpretation in performance. 
 
Else Nothing was finished in time to be a birthday present for my dear friend Trudy Stone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orchestration 
 
 
Solo Viola 
1st Violins 
2nd Violins 
Violas 
Cellos 
Double Bass 
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As slowly as possible

James Humberstone

Else Nothing

Dedicated to Trudy Stone

Commissioned by and written for the Nova Orchestra
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* = These parts contain long held notes. Please try to change bowing at a different time to the rest of your section, apart from 

at pitch changes, when you should all begin with the same bowing (up or down bow at the leader's discretion).
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