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What is the message hidden in this music?



What does this say?

DSLVEVI DLIPH GSRH LFG URIHG NFHG 
YV GSV HNZIGVHG KVIHLM SVIV
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What does this say?

DSLVEVI DLIPH GSRH LFG URIHG NFHG 
YV GSV HNZIGVHG KVIHLM SVIV

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Z Y X W V U T S R Q P O N M L K J I H G F E D C B A



What does this say?

DSLVEVI DLIPH GSRH LFG URIHG NFHG 
YV GSV HNZIGVHG KVIHLM SVIV

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Z Y X W V U T S R Q P O N M L K J I H G F E D C B A

WHOEVER WORKS THIS OUT MUST BE 
THE SMARTEST PERSON HERE





.... . .-. .  .. ...  ... --- -- .  -- --- .-. ... .  -.-. --- -.. .

here is some morse code
http://www.morsecloud.com

A . _ B _ ... C _ . _ . D _ .. E .
F .. _ . G _ _ . H .... I .. J . _ _ _
K _ . _ L . _ .. M _ _ N _ . O _ _ _
P . _ _ . Q _ _ . _ R . _ . S ... T _
U .. _ V ... _ W . _ _ X _ .. _ Y _ . _ _
Z _ _ ..



Western Union by The Five Americans



_ _  _ _ _  .  _ .   .  .  .   .  Long Long   -   Long Long Long   -   Short Long Shot   -   Short Short Short   -   Short

A . _ B _ ... C _ . _ . D _ .. E .
F .. _ . G _ _ . H .... I .. J . _ _ _
K _ . _ L . _ .. M _ _ N _ . O _ _ _
P . _ _ . Q _ _ . _ R . _ . S ... T _
U .. _ V ... _ W . _ _ X _ .. _ Y _ . _ _
Z _ _ ..

M     O        R       S    E



A . _ B _ ... C _ . _ . D _ .. E .
F .. _ . G _ _ . H .... I .. J . _ _ _
K _ . _ L . _ .. M _ _ N _ . O _ _ _
P . _ _ . Q _ _ . _ R . _ . S ... T _
U .. _ V ... _ W . _ _ X _ .. _ Y _ . _ _
Z _ _ ..

_ _  _ _ _  .  _ .   .  .  .   .  Long Long   -   Long Long Long   -   Short Long Shot   -   Short Short Short   -   Short

M     O        R       S    E
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WHEN I
STOPPED

CARINGWHAT YOU

THOUGHT



Segue to back masking - the bit of reversed guitar in the Taylor Swift track.
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What is the message hidden in this music?

Listen to my piece again, then show how I made it inc. 
 - sounds from pictures 
 - reversed 
 - Skempton ryhthm 
 - Real morse code 
 - JAMES HUMBERSTONE and 03071974 and …



 
�

A B C D E F G H

I J K L M N O P

Q R S T U V W X

V W X Y Z

CRYPTOGRAPHY
MUSICAL

Examples of the alphabet or numbers arranged in different ways.

A B C D E F G H I J K

L M N O P Q R S T U V

W X Y Z

An 8-note scale is mapped from D to D on the 
keyboard (known as the D dorian scale or mode).

All 11 keys of the GarageBand keyboard are 
mapped to the alphabet.

9 S P V A B F K 1 5

0 M Q W E C G L 2 6

R U X I D H N 3 7

T Z Y O J 4 8

Popular letters of the alphabet (vowels, and 
other commonly used letters) are mapped to A 
and E. Numbers are also mapped.

Turn over to see how these grids can then 
be used to encode your message.

�

CRYPTOG
RAPHYMUSICAL

Instructions for creating your own code, then 

using that code to hide your message as music!

1. The scales that we’re used to in 
Western Music use patterns of 8 notes 
(including the repetition of the first, 
called the tonic. If you want to use a 
“regular” scale, choose a starting 
note, and fill the grid in only 8 notes 
with the alphabet or numbers, then 
move onto the next line. 

2. Note that starting on different notes 
makes a big difference to the sound of 
your piece.  

3. You don’t have to include all notes, or 
you can include the extra occurrences 
of the notes that appear on the 
GarageBand keyboard twice.  

4. You don’t even have to write out the 
alphabet in order - you could 
randomly place notes all over the grid, 
or see what happens if you put letters 
that appear most often (e.g. vowels or 
letters such as S, R, or M). 

5. See the examples overleaf.
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